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No matter where
you are, there’s a
Michigan doctor nearby:
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graduates or physicians
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Find a physician near
you through this service,
available exclusively to
members of the
Alumni Association
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physicians.umalumni.com
Please note:
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endorse specific physicians
or their employers.
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Alegro Godley: Remembering Michigan

The tiny, rural village of Pantego,
North Carolina, was hardly an environment of opportunity for an African-American family in the mid-1920s, but
Alphonso and Gertrude Godley made it one. Alphonso,
a carpenter and bricklayer, turned to farming in his later
years. Gertrude, from age 13, was a teacher.
“I don’t know of any place the size of my hometown
which had more people go to college, and that was largely
due to my mother, who started with her children, then
tried to arrange for everyone else’s children to go to college,” says the Godley’s son, Alegro Godley (M.D.1948).
“All eight of us got at least a master’s degree.”
By the time he was 15, Alegro Godley had taken all the
classes his local school offered. He headed off to Hampton
University in Virginia, where his professors in math and
biology — both University of Michigan graduates — recognized his potential and encouraged him to apply to
the U-M Medical School. With his parents’ blessing, he
arrived in Ann Arbor in 1944. He was just 18—one of the
few African-American students in the program and by far
the youngest. He might have felt lonely and overwhelmed
but for living at Michigan House — the first housing
cooperative on campus — where, for a few dollars a week,
he found food, shelter, friends, lively conversations, music,
and an ever-expanding world view.
“I really got an education there,” recalls Godley, who
adds that his job at the co-op was to prepare Sunday dinner for the dozens of men who lived there. “I had never
cooked anything before, but I learned to cook roast beef,
mashed potatoes and green peas. And this was the fare on
Sundays for the three years I was there.”
Godley graduated in 1948 and headed to New York City
where he completed a rotating internship, took advanced
courses in pathology, and completed an internal medicine
residency at Bellevue and Queens General hospitals.
During the Korean War, Godley served in the U.S.
Army and was stationed at a hospital on tiny Governor’s
Island in New York Harbor. In 1955, he moved with wife
Juanita to Detroit, practicing medicine for the next 43 years
— first in a group practice near Hamtramck, then down-

Alegro Godley

town in a Woodward Avenue office. He also was worked
at Harper Grace Hospital and Sinai Medical Center.
Godley says he found intense satisfaction from helping
people through the practice of medicine. He answered
every call himself, often working late into the evening.
“My wife said that I did two things: I took out the trash on
Tuesday evenings, and practiced medicine,” he laughs.
The Godleys had four children. While none attended
the U-M, they have redeemed themselves, says their father.
All are highly successful, in fields including gastroenterology, hematology/oncology, ophthalmology and linguistics.
Godley retired in 1998 and moved to Sun City West,
Arizona, where he lives with his second wife, Fannie, a former math teacher he met in his Hampton University days.
In 2008, he established the Fannie and Alegro J. Godley,
M.D., Scholarship.
“I had always wanted to do something in terms of
recognizing the opportunity I was provided at Michigan”
he says. “The school has a way of developing great loyalty
in the people who go there. I’m not unique; it’s pretty
universal.” —WHITLEY HILL
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