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Michael M.E. Johns Comes Home

In the years since he graduated from
the University of Michigan Medical School, Michael M.E.
Johns, M.D., has led departments, medical schools, a
health center and served as chancellor of a major university. By any measure, his has been a successful career in
academic leadership. That road now circles back home, as
Johns (M.D. 1969, Residency 1975) becomes interim executive vice president for medical affairs for the U-M.
Johns began his role on June 2. He succeeds Ora Pescovitz, M.D., who led the Health System for five years, a
time of growth across the organization. Hospitals — C.S.
Mott Children’s Hospital and Von Voigtlander Women’s —
opened and clinical reach extended further. Together, the
clinics and hospitals received their highest ever patient satisfaction scores. And, looking to the future, UMHS launched
its $1 billion Victors for Michigan campaign.
Johns will fill the position on an interim basis, during
a search for a long-term replacement. A Detroit native,
he graduated with distinction from the Medical School,
and completed his internship and residency at the U-M.
After Michigan, Johns worked in the Medical Corps of the
U.S. Army as assistant chief of the Otolaryngology Service
at Walter Reed Army Medical Center from 1975 to 1977.
He then joined the Department of Otolaryngology and
Maxillofacial Surgery at the University of Virginia Medical
Center, where he rose to the rank of professor.
“The U-M has a great legacy of producing leaders,” Johns
says. “By the time you leave the program, you are prepared
to ask questions, get more responsibility and lead.”
In 1984, Johns became professor and chair of the Department of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery at Johns
Hopkins School of Medicine. He was dean of the School
of Medicine and vice president of the medical faculty at
Johns Hopkins from 1990 to 1996.
Johns led the Robert W. Woodruff Health Sciences
Center at Emory University from 1996 to 2007 as executive
vice president for health affairs. The center includes Emory
Healthcare, the schools of Medicine, Nursing and Public
Health, as well as the Yerkes Primate Center. From 2007 to
2012, he was Emory University’s fifth chancellor.

Michael Johns

“As I transitioned more and more into administrative
roles, I learned that no one — well, almost no one — comes
to you and tells you everything is great,” Johns says. “The
best way to get people to embrace your solutions is to clearly
identify ways to fix problems on a departmental level, while
at the same time bringing benefit to the entire institution.”
Elected to the Institute of Medicine in 1993, Johns has
served with several other medical organizations and with the
Journal of the American Medical Association, the Advisory Council to the Congressional Taskforce on Biomedical Research
and Innovation, and the Uniformed Services University of
the Health Sciences Board of Regents.
As he returns to the U-M, Johns is grateful for the
opportunity — even as an interim leader — to lead the
institution that prepared him for the challenges he faced
throughout his career.
“I recognize that I am here for only a short time, but I
know that I can have a positive impact by asking questions,
seizing opportunities and helping to bring people together
to create real and lasting solutions,” Johns says. “I believe
that the University of Michigan is one of the most import
universities in the world. It set the path for my life and
career in the most positive way, and I am eager to pitch in
and give back to a place that has meant so much to me.”
— Dan Thomas
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